
Reflection on the Word of God for the Fifth 

Sunday in Lent. Year A. 2023 

Ezekiel 37. 12 -14 ( I will put a new spirit in you) 

Romans 8. 8 – 11 ( The Spirit of God dwells in you) 

John 11. 1 -45 (Lazarus)  

 

In this reading, again, we see Jesus interacting with women who are signs of enduring hope, 

standing firm in the face of evil. 

In this story, the two sisters face a very bleak future because their male protector is taken from 

them. Their wealth will not be enough to protect them. In their plight, they turn to Jesus.  

Martha, the active one, implores Jesus to do something. Mary, the  contemplative one, places 

herself at the feet of Jesus and simply states what she believes.  

Jesus is moved. A better translation of this in the original Greek is that Jesus was furiously 

indignant. “Evil is not normal and the death of Lazarus was contrary to the good and 

beautiful world God had originally created.” (Os Guiness. The Dust of Death) 

Once again, women, agents of hope, are praying that God will set things right. They place 

themselves before God in humility, the true attitude of worship, believing that God hears them 

and will answer their prayer. 

Throughout his public life, Jesus has been showing that God is present and active in the lives of 

people. Jesus shows what the Kingdom of God is like. Jesus manifests the glory and power of 

God. There is much opposition to Him. He is disrupting the control and power of both secular 

and religious authorities who lord it over people. He sets the world on its head. By this time, 

His fate is sealed, and death awaits.  

At this Eucharist, let us pray for the grace to be like these women, agents of hope in a world 

wrought with confusion and fear. Let us show how God, through us, can set things right. Let us 

manifest the words of Ezekiel and Paul, who express belief that God is the Lord of life and that 

God will give us life. Let us exhibit the same furious indignation against evil as Jesus did and 

manifest the power and glory of God in all we say and do.  
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